124                                 LUXURY.

Political economists have been forced to labour the
point that extravagant consumption does not increase
wealth; but the only curious thing is that such a
point should ever have required demonstration. The
conclusion, which is sufficient for our purpose, is
simply that an absolute denunciation or an absolute
exaltation of the desire for wealth is equally impos-
sible ; for the desire may have contrary effects. In
one shape it may stimulate to enjoyments which act-
ually diminish wealth in general, or, at any rate, to
those which lead to the actual exploitation of the many
for the benefit of the few; and, on the other hand, to
denounce it, simply would be to denounce all the
springs of action which raise men above the bar-
barous state of society. When we look at the
contrasts between the rich and the poor, we must
rightfully desire a greater equality of distribution ;
but we may be tempted to approve too easily any
means which may lead to such equality. It is,
indeed, obvious that if all the national resources
which are now applied to producing superfluities
could be turned to the production of necessaries, we
could support the same population in a greater
comfort, or support a much greater population at a
point just above starvation level. But it does not at
all follow that a society in which every man's labour
was devoted entirely to the task of providing neees-